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Recently, John and Carla Moore, Kathy, and I worshipped with the church of Christ in Nazareth. We have been 
there a few times, but there was something extremely special about yesterday. In attendance was Wissam Al-
Aethawi, an Iraqi and Muslim-born brother in Christ whom I first met at Polishing the Pulpit. What was so 
special is that this man, who explained that he has been a believer for 20 years and a New Testament Christian 
for 10 years, was able to worship in his native Arabic tongue for the first time ever. Can you imagine being a 
child of God for a decade before you ever had the opportunity to sing, pray, or hear preaching in the language 
you were born and raised to know?  

Every Lord's Day, most of us have the privilege to worship God in our native tongue. In fact, such is probably 
an afterthought if a thought at all. I got the sense that brother Al-Aethawi would relish the idea of being able 
to worship in Arabic each week, and there's no doubt he would not take it for granted. But do I appreciate that 
privilege? Does worshipping God mean so much to me that I prioritize it over everything else? When I am in 
attendance, do I pour my heart and soul into it? Do I let the words of the songs touch me, the prayers reach 



me, and the sermon change me? As I am able to stimulate the others to love and good deeds with words that 
come naturally to me, do I appreciate the blessing of fellowship felt before, during, and after worship? 

What a shame if I let the glory of praising God seem so ordinary that I fail to treasure each service! What if we 
approached each time as if it was the first time we were able to worship God with the people of God ? What a 
difference it would make to the energy and passion of worship, if each of us did that. 

 

Think about it. 

Here’s hoping you’ll make the “most of your minutes” this week. 

Hope to see you at Bible Study tonight. 

In Christian Love, 

Bob Strickland 


