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Tillit S. Teddlie 
1885 - 1987 
 

Tillit Sidney Teddlie was born June 3, 1885, at Swan, Texas, the eighth of nine children. He was 
the son of Theodore and Sarah Ann Porter Teddlie. 

He was baptized by A. M. Shelton in August 1903, at Golden, Texas. He attended his first singing 
school at age 9. The school was taught by his brother, Jim. 

He taught his first singing school at White's Prairie, Texas, in 1903. Six-hour sessions were 
conducted daily for two weeks. 

At Frederick, Oklahoma, he picked cotton during the day and taught singing school at night. 

In 1906, Teddlie composed his first hymn entitled, "I Have Waited Too Long To Prepare." He told 
the story about an infidel who was dying of pneumonia. The man, who had boasted about his life 
style, begged his doctor to "tell my friends better. Tell them I've waited too long to prepare, but 

you have time." 

Teddlie was educated in Southern Development Normal in Waco, Texas, a school for advanced instruction in theory and 
harmony. He also attended what is now North Texas State University. 

Tillit S. Teddlie married Edna Webb. They had one child. 

In addition to singing schools which he taught for 61 years, he also preached. He conducted a tent meeting in 1923 in Thalia, 
Texas. Merchants closed their stores for the day services. Over 400 came and 28 people were baptized. 

Some of the places where he served as full-time minister were: Johnson Street Church of Christ, Greenville, Texas, 1945-1951; 
Ennis, Texas, three years; Sulphur Springs, Texas, two years. He preached for the Central Church of Christ in Greenville, Texas, 
for several years before serving at Lone Oak in 1958 and in Quinlin, Texas, in 1961-67. 

Tillit Teddlie was honored by many people in many places. On June 2, 1985, 630 churches across the land proclaimed Sunday 
Tillit S. Teddlie Day and sang his songs. Teddlie had composed 130 songs and published 14 song books. One of his song books, 
"Golden Harvest Hymns" included 100 of his best-known hymns. 

He attended a song fest in his name at the Preston Crest Church of Christ in Dallas where more than 1,200 gathered. 



Teddlie's 100th birthday was honored by President Ronald and Nancy Reagan who sent a telegram. Texas Senator Phil Graham 
had a flag from the White House sent to Teddlie. The Briar, Texas, Church of Christ gave him a bronze statue worth $6,000. 

The Texas House of Representatives adopted Resolution 487 in Teddlie's honor for his exemplary Citizenship and many years 
of church service. The State of Texas House of Representatives presented their "Certificate of Citation," "Extending our most 
sincere congratulations, we proudly present this Certificate: To - Tillit S. Teddlie in honor of his 100th Birthday." 

Foster and Edna Ramsey purchased the portrait of Teddlie and had it framed to be donated to Boles Home to hang among the 
previous superintendents of Boles Home. Tillit S. Teddlie served as superintendent of Boles Home from 1927-1929. 

Teddlie began each morning by reciting all the books of the Bible and naming all the Presidents of the United States. 

He led singing for more than 100 gospel preachers in meetings across the land. For one period of time (two years), he sang 
only with Foy E. Wallace, Jr., while they conducted meetings across the country. 

Teddlie celebrated his 102nd birthday June 3, 1987, at Hilltop Haven in Gunter, Texas. He lived a long and useful life and will 
continue to live through his preaching, through his teaching, through his example as a music teacher and song leader, and his 
good influence upon all the people that he met and worked with. 

On August 17, 1987, at the Nursing Home in Gunter, Texas, Tillit Sidney Teddlie departed this life to be with the Lord. He was 
102 years of age. 

 

Think about it. 

Here’s hoping you’ll make the “most of your minutes” this week. 

Hope to see you at Bible Study tonight. 

In Christian Love, 

Bob Strickland 

http://www.therestorationmovement.com/_states/texas/wallace,fe,jr.htm

